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Soon thereafter th :l t g un was fired, and it,; booming and 
the crushing caused by its shot echoed and re- ec hoed fa r an d 
wide 

The people of N onh Carolina had appeared (0 hesitate 
about withdrawinCT fr om the U nion, but it was not because 
of their indiffe ren~e to the doctrine of "State's Rights" and 
"community independence." 

In the matter of secession t hey showed t he same con
servatism th 'lt characterized their deliberations whil st con
sidering the Constitution before agreeing t o become one. of 
the U nited States. They cherished a h ope for a pacific 
set tle men t of the questions then disturbing the country. 

vVhen all overtures for pea·ce had failed; when those 
represe nting the United States Government held out.promises 
looking to the evacuation of Sumter, whilst preparatlOns were 
sec retly going on t o rein force it; and when these treacherous 
promises were discovered and the fort was bombarded and 
captured by the Confederates; and, thereupon, the President 
of the U nited Stat es called for troops to put down the re
be llion-to coerce , to subjugate an independen t State, then 
all the people, with few exceptions, manifested their willing
ness to resist any such attempt. 

North Carolina took he r place promptly o n the side of 
cons titutional rights and civil liberty, and most nobly did 
she maintain and h old her position to the bitter en~ . . . 

The offic ers and teachers of the Institute, bel1lg mili
tary men, promptly offered their services to their Stat.e. It 
was soon apparent that the school coul~ not .be cont111ued .. 
Most of the cadets went to their homes 111 their own States 

to volunteer. . 
Col. Charles F. Fisher, then President of the ~orth 

Carolina Rail Road, in pursuance of his purpose to raise a 
. 'ment brought a number of men from along the N.C. l egl , h . 
R R and the 'Western N. C. R . R . and quartered t em 111 
th'at ~art of the barracks that had been :a.cated, and he .aske.d 
that those cadets who were still rema111111g should dnll hiS 

T hey willingly did so, and some of them were offered men.. . b 
. . . the regiment In that way the wnter ecame positIOns 111 . . 
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a member of Fisher's reg iment. 

It was soon decided tha t a better place for the camp 
of instruction would be Company Shops. So all were car
ried down there, and the work of organization and instruc
tion was carried 'On as rapidly as practicable. The ca mp 
was in an old field along the Rail Road, just east of the 
shops. It is now a part of the town of Burlington. 

Nearly every day the re were train loads of troops pass
ing from the Southern States "on t o Virginia"-their cheers 
were g reeted with hearty responses by our men. 

The few pages to which this sketch must be compressed 
will not admit details as t o the organization of t he diffe rent 
companies. For a roll of the o ffic ers and men at the organ
ization and for subsequent changes by resignations, prom o
tions, deaths a nd tra nsfers, referen ce must be had to "the 
Roster of N . C. Troops," heretofore published by authori ty, 
from which, imperfect though it be, it wou ld be necessary to 
copy in order to give na mes. F or casualities in bat t le , 
deaths from wounds and d isease , killed a nd captured, refer 
ence must be had t o the Muste r Rolls, Morning R eports an@ 
other records on file in the proper departme nt, or a t \iVash 
ing ton, where the R ebellion Records are being com pi led
access to which is to me a t p resent impractica ble. 

What is called for, as I un de rs tand it, is a short sum 
mary of the part performed in the Confedera te W a r by eac h 
of the about se venty reg iments , eleven battalions and nine 
batteries of N. C. Troops-sQ short a his tory of each tha t 
all c a!~ be p ublished in one vol ume of convenient size. 

Suffice it then to say, as to the organization, that the 
6th N . C. Sta te Troops was duly org a nized on th e - day of 
June, 1861, at Company Shops, with C. F . Fisher as Colone l, 
W . T. Dortch as Lieutena nt-Colonel, and C. E . Lig htfoo t 
as Major. When the regiment was about t o leave fo r V ir
ginia, Lieut. Col. Dortch, on the death of Go v Ellis, resig ned 
by reason of his office in the ~egi slature . Ligh tfoot was 
made Lieut. Colonel and Capt . W ebb of Compa ny B was 
marIe Major. 


